
Northmont Music
Northmont High School

4916 National Road
Clayton, OH 45315

937-832-6033

March 22, 2021

Dear 5th grade families:

As a soon-to-be sixth grader, your child finally has the opportunity to do what so many successful
students at Northmont have done before them: be part of the music!

We know that for some of you, this will be your first exposure to instrumental music education and
we wanted to take a brief minute to share some information with you.

Attached to this letter is information regarding our programs and the different opportunities they
provide for your child. This is a time where the both of you can explore the different options and
get help choosing the experiences and classes that will help them be successful in sixth grade
and beyond. If after reading these materials you still have questions, please feel free to contact
us at any time using the info listed below.

Music education is more than just playing an instrument. It is immersing your child in a culture of
successful students and teachers who care about education. It challenges each child to use the
creative side of their brain while, at the same time, learning a foreign language…MUSIC.

All of the current data clearly states that students involved in music education academically
outperform their non-musical counterparts. But, more importantly, studies are showing that music
students are less likely to engage in risky behaviors such as drugs and alcohol.

We will be holding instrument try-out events on April 14th and 15th.  These 10 minutes slots give
your student the opportunity to try each instrument and pick out the best fit for them, which will
allow them to have the most fun and be the most successful. Registration information for those
event can be found in the attached letters.

Every destination starts with a decision to embark on a journey.  Now is the time to start your
child in band or orchestra and  Northmont is the place to do it. We can’t promise that every child
will be a musical prodigy, but we can promise they will learn, laugh, and grow along the way.

Sincerely,

Mr. Wissman, Band - bwissman@northmontschools.net
Mr. Johnston, Band - mjohnston@northmontschools.net
Mrs. Pemberton, Band - rpemberton@northmontschools.net
Mr. Chatterton, Orchestra - rchatterton@northmontschools.net
Mrs. Ramey, Orchestra - lois.ramey@northmontschools.net





 

Join the Northmont Band Family!!! 
 

The Northmont Band is one of the greatest electives you can choose to 
participate in at sixth grade!  With over 100 students in the band, you can join 
the AWESOMENESS by clicking on the link below!  6th Grade is the best time 

to join band, so give it a try now! 
 

Percussion 

 
 

Pictured above are all of the instruments that we offer to start sixth grade. 
Even if you are “on the fence” about wanting to join us in 6th grade band, we 
encourage you to just TRY the instruments.  You never know if one of them 

will choose YOU!! 
 
Follow the link below to visit our Band Instrument Try It Night on 4/14 & 4/15 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4CABAE29A7FB6-elementary 
 
For further questions, please contact Mr. Wissman bwissman@northmontschools.net  

 
 

Flute  

 

Trumpet

 

Clarinet 

 

Trombone

 



Join the Northmont Orchestra 
Family!!! 

 
The Northmont Orchestra is one of the greatest electives you can choose to 
join in the sixth grade!  With an average group size of 70, there is plenty of 
opportunity for you to make new friends in the other elementary schools! 

Click the link below to join! 6th Grade is the perfect time to start orchestra, so 
give it a try now! 

 

 
 

Pictured above are all of the instruments that we offer to start sixth grade. 
Even if you are “on the fence” about wanting to join us in 6th grade orchestra, 

we encourage you to just TRY the instruments.  You never know if one of 
them will choose YOU!! 

 
Follow the link below to visit our Orchestra Instrument Try It Night on 4/14 & 4/15 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4CABAE29A7FB6-elementary 
 
For further questions, please contact Mr. Chatterton rchatterton@northmontschools.net 

 
 

Violin  

 

Viola 

 

Cello 

 

Bass  

 



6th Grade Instrumental Music FAQs

Q: When does Band/Orchestra meet?
A: Band and Orchestra meet 2 times a week, during the school day.

Q: When does Band/Orchestra start?
A: Classes usually start shortly after Labor Day.

Q: Can I do band or orchestra if I play a sport?
A: Absolutely, we have students in virtually every sport and activity in the elementary, middle school, and
high school band and orchestra programs!

Q: Do I need to know how to read music to join?
A: Nope! We will teach you that as well as how to play your instrument!

Q: Do I need my own instrument?
A: Yes, you will need your own instrument.  You will bring it to school on the days you have band or
orchestra class.

Q: Where do I get an instrument?
A: We strongly recommend a reputable dealer such as Hauer Music (Band), Baroque Violin Shop
(Orchestra) Kincaid's Music (Band and Orchestra), or McCutcheon Music (Band and Orchestra).  These
locations offer many rental plans, including rent to own programs. Many of these places offer insurance
plans to fix any potential mishaps a beginner might have with their instrument. They also send a
representative to the schools weekly which can help families with busy schedules!  We STRONGLY
recommend not getting an instrument via Amazon or other websites, unless first talking to a band or
orchestra teacher, there is A LOT of bad stuff out there that makes playing more difficult and will cause
you to lose money in the long run due to constant repairs!

Q: How do I pick an instrument?
A: Everyone is different, just like instruments, so there is a perfect instrument out there for you! We host
an instrument try out event on April 14th and 15th. You can try all the available instruments and we will
help make sure you pick an instrument that you will have fun with and be successful on.  If you can’t
make it to either of those events, please contact us and we can help you pick out an instrument through a
quick series of questions.

Q: When do I need an instrument?
A: If you rent through Hauer, Kincaid’s, Baroque Violin Shop,  or McCutcheon you can sign up for an
instrument and they will deliver it to your child’s school when the band and orchestra start.  We strongly
recommend not getting an instrument until classes start unless you are planning on taking private
lessons.

Q: Is there a performance?
A: We have 1 public performance, usually held the week before spring break. There are usually two
practices the week before our performance that will take place after school. Dates and times of these are
released closer to the performance date.  These are the only outside of school day commitments.

Q: How do I register for the instrument try out event?
A: Registration information can be found in the accompanying paperwork and on the school website.


